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SUBJECT: POLITICIANS NEW YEAR'S INTERVIEWS 

REE: TOKYO 0038 

1 . JAPANESE PAPERS CARRIED LARGE NUMBER OE NEW YEAR'S 
INTERVIEWS WITH MAJOR POLITICIANS. REFTEL REPORTED THAT 

OF PRIMIN FUKUDA; SUMMARIZED BELOW ARE SALIENT POINTS MADE 
BY VARIOUS OPPOSITION LEADERS. 

2. NEW JAPAN SOCIALIST PARTY (ISP) CHAIRMAN ASUKATA 
THOUGHT THAT BECAUSE PRIMIN FUKUDA'S ANTI-RECESSIONARY 
POLICIES HAD REACHED STANDSTILL, HE WOULD BE FORCED TO 
CALL LOWER HOUSE ELECTION LATE THIS YEAR. OPINION POLLS 
TO CONTRARY, HE SAID ISP WOULD DO WELL IN FALL ELECTIONS 
BECAUSE OF INVIGORATION IT WOULD RECEIVE FROM HIS NEW 
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PEOPLE-ORIENTED POLICIES. WONDERING HOW FUKUDA EVER 
CAME UP WITH PREDICTION OF 7 PERCENT GNP GROWTH IN 
1978, ASUKATA SAID HAPAN’S APPROACH TO ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS SHOULD BE EOCUSED NOT ON INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS, 
BUT ON PEOPLES' LIVELIHOOD: "WE OUGHT TO GET RID OE 
IDEA THAT OUR POLICIES ARE GOOD IF AMERICA IS SATISFIED 
WITH THEM." 
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3. IN CONTRAST, KOMEITO (CGP) CHAIRMAN TAKEIRI, 

SIGNALLING GENERALLY COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE EXHIBITED 
IN DIET LAST YEAR, SAID HIS PARTY WOULD DO UTMOST TO 
HELP IMPROVE DOMESTIC ECONOMY BY SHARING RESPONSIBILITY 
WITH LDP. HE PROPOSED TAX CUTS, WELEARE INCREASES 

AND WAGE HIKES AS MEANS OF REACHING 7 PERCENT GROWTH 
TARGET. IN SURPRISING MANIEESTATION OP KOMEITO'S 
DESIRE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OP ITS SWING VOTE WHILE STILL 
TOUTING ITSELF AS POTENTIAL LEADER OF OPPOSITION 
COALITION, TAKEIRI SAID HE HOPED CGP COULD lOIN SOCIALIST 
INTERNATIONAL, BUT DID NOT EXPLAIN HOW HIS PARTY'S 
POLICIES QUALIFIED IT AS SOCIALIST. 

4. IN NEW YEAR'S INTERVIEW CARRIED BY COMMUNIST ORGAN 
AKAHATA, ICP CHAIRMAN KENJI MIYAMOTO SAID HE WOULD VISIT 
ROMANIA, YUGOSLAVIA AND FRANCE THIS YEAR PERHAPS IN MAY, 
LATTER VISIT PRESUMABLY RETURNING THAT OF MARCHAIS WHO 
VISITED JAPAN IN 1976. MIYAMOTO APPARENTLY WANTS TO 
REPURBISH HIS IMAGE AS LEADER OF PARTY WHICH, IN 
EURO-COMMUNIST STYLE IS INDEPENDENT-MINDED AND 
NATIONALISTIC. 

5. IN JAPAN TIMES INTERVIEW, CHAIRMAN YOHEI KONO OF 
NEW LIBERAL CLUB (NLC) QUOTED AS SAYING "PRIME 
MINISTER WHO CONTINUES TO MAKE WRONG ECONOMIC POLICIES 
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FOR NEARLY 20 MONTHS SHOULD BE REPLACED ... BUT CHANCES 
FUKUDA WILL STEP DOWN (THIS YEAR) ARE (ONLY) 50-50." 

HIDEO DEN, BREAKAWAY SOCIALIST, IN TURN, SAID IT WAS 
POSSIBLE FUKUDA WOULD BE PORCED TO RESIGN DURING 1978 
TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR FAILURE OF HIS ECONOMIC 
MEASURES WHICH "ALWAYS COME TOO LATE. " DEN ALSO 
ANNOUNCED IN SECOND INTERVIEW THAT PREPARATORY MEETING 
FOR INAUGURATION OF NEW PARTY, WITH HIMSELF AS CHAIRMAN 
AND SATSUKI EDA AS VICE CHAIRMAN WOULD TAKE PLACE JAN 
22. DEN SAID HIS PARTY, "BORN OUT OP NECESSITY OP 
TIMES," SOULD START WITH SIX DIETMEN "JUST AS NLC HAD." 

6. COMMENT: MOST OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS (WE NOTICED 
NO DSP INTERVIEWS) FOUND FAIR GAME IN PRIME MINISTER'S 
ECONOMIC POLICIES, BUT TRUE TO FORM JSP AND JCP IN 
PARTICULAR OFFERED LITTLE IN WAY OF 

CONSTRUCTIVE ALTERNATIVES. DILEMMA OP MIDDLE-ROAD CGP 
NLC AND BREAKAWAY SOCIALISTS, IN TURN, IS HOW TO APPEAR 
CONSTRUCTIVE AND NEW AND DIPFERENT AT SAME TIME. 
MANSFIELD 
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